
 

Responses to COVID-19 in Thailand and Oregon, USA with Michael Calavan, 

anthropologist and development consultant. 
 

The value of comparing pandemic responses in 
a US state and the Thai nation may not be 
immediately obvious. However, the speaker 
spends five months a year in Chiangmai and the 
remaining seven months in Portland, Oregon. 
Thus, the contrast is of considerable personal 
interest to him.  
 
Thailand’s current population is about 70 million, 

while that of Oregon is 4.3 million. In the first week of June, Thailand had about 
3,100 Covid-19 cases, while Oregon had about 4,800. Using epidemiologists’ 
typical prevalence measure, Thailand had about 4.44 cases per 100,000, while the 
figure for Oregon was 112 cases per 100,000. To simplify, control of the virus has 
been about 25 times more effective in Thailand than in Oregon.  

 
The bulk of the presentation will focus on possible reasons for this striking difference 
in performance. While it is obvious that multiple, overlapping causal factors are in 
play, the speaker will examine [possibly] relevant factors one at a time. Social, 
cultural, political, administrative, economic, and other factors will be considered 
in order to build rough, tentative models for Thailand and Oregon. 

 

Short Bio of Mike Calavan 

 
Mike Calavan was trained as an anthropologist before embarking on a series 
professional careers. High points of his anthropological  work included dissertation 
research in a Saraphi District village in 1969-70 and follow-on visits in 1975-76, 1992, 
and 2015 to the present.  
 
He worked as an anthropologist/bureaucrat in USAID from 1978 to 2002. Initially he 
directed the Development Studies Program, providing training to mid-career 
USAID professionals. Later he directed offices in overseas USAID missions, 
overseeing rural development, local governance, and democratization projects in 
Bangladesh, Nepal, the Philippines, and Indonesia.  

 
After retiring from the US government in 2002, he worked as an international 
development consultant up to 2015.  
 
 


